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Nearly half of inmate deaths 
involve lack of supervision 


BY DAN KANE 
dkane@newsobserver.com 


In the early morning hours of 
Aug. 3, detention officers 
walked by Tony Edward Long’s 
cell in the Brunswick County jail 
six times, only looking in once. 
One of the officers entered the 
cell and took out a mattress, 
state records show. 

All during this time, Long lay 
on the bed with both feet touch- 
ing the floor. That was an odd 


position for a sleeping inmate, 
and when a nurse walked in at 
5:54 a.m., she discovered he 
wasn’t asleep at all. He had died 
shortly after midnight from 
pneumonia. 

Long, 36, is one of 38 inmates 
so far this year who died behind 
bars or at a hospital after be- 
coming infirm in a county jail. It 
is two shy of the highest number 
of jail inmate deaths since the 
state began tracking them in 
1997 — 40 deaths in 2015. 

In Long’s case and 17 others, 


state investigators found prob- 
lems with inmate supervision. 
That, too, is nearing the record 
annual number of 19 super- 
vision failures tied to inmate 
deaths — set in 2015 — since the 
state began regularly reviewing 
jail deaths in 2012. 

It’s unclear if North Car- 
olina’s increases in jail deaths 
are part of a national trend. The 
U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics 
has yet to release its annual 
report, which would cover the 
2015 year. 


The North Carolina agency 
that investigates jails has 
stepped up its probes. In prior 
years, the state Construction 
Section within the Department 
of Health and Human Services 
looked into roughly two-thirds 
of inmate deaths. This year, it 
will have investigated all but 
two of them. Five deaths are still 
being investigated. 

“We are looking into as many 
as we can possibly look at,” said 
Steven Lewis, who leads the 
section. 


In August, The News & Ob- 
server published a five-part 
series, Jailed to Death, that 
investigated inmate deaths in 
county jails. The series found 
roughly a third of the inmate 
deaths in the past five years 
involved supervision issues such 
as failing to check inmates as 
required, broken cameras or 
intercoms that result in super- 
vision breakdowns, or leaving 
items in cells that inmates can 
use to kill themselves. The re- 
porting also revealed a loophole 
that allowed jails to avoid re- 
porting deaths if inmates had 
died in a hospital. 

The series prompted more 
attention to jail deaths, and calls 
for reform. Lewis said the series 
helped convince more jails to 
report inmate deaths in the 
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Study: 
NCisa 
magnet 
school 
leader 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

North Carolina is one of the 
national leaders in a school 
movement that since the 1970s 
has promoted diversity and 
educational choices for families, 
according to a new study on 
magnet schools. 

The study by UNC- 
Charlotte’s Urban Institute 
found there are 4,340 magnet 
schools in the United States, and 
North Carolina has the sixth- 
most of any state at 263 schools. 

Todd Mann, executive direc- 
tor of Magnet Schools of Amer- 
ica, the national trade organiza- 
tion that commissioned the 
study, said North Carolina ranks 
even higher if you consider the 
quality of the state’s magnet 
schools. 

“Nationally people look at 
North Carolina as being pio- 
neers in magnet schools and all 
the core things we see in mag- 
net schools,” Mann said. 

Supporters tout magnet 
schools as being the original 
form of school choice, since 
they started in the 1970s with 
the explicit goal of desegre- 
gating schools. School districts 
around the country began cre- 
ating magnet schools offering 
specialized themes to try to 
attract a diverse cross-section of 
students at the schools, many of 
which were in minority commu- 
nities. 

North Carolina school 
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Learn more about 
magnet schools 


The application period for Wake 
County’s magnet schools runs 
Jan. 10-31. Go to 
https://www.wcpss.net/Page/113 
for more information. The 
application period for Durham’s 
magnet schools is Jan. 8-31. Go to 
https://www.dpsnc.net/Page/353. 


PHOTOS BY CASEY TOTH ctoth@heraldsun.com 


Harold Russell, who attends Harvey’s Chapel in Hillsborough, wants to bring attention to the old site of the church before Jim Crow practices 
prompted the congregation to move in the 1930s. Russell’s great-grandfather helped found the church in 1892. 


UNC project helps 
uncover roads to 
long-lost church sites 


i eA 24 @ DE 
Tom Magnuson walks to the former Harvey’ s Chapel sit site Bed 12 in ihe 
woods of Hillsborough. Magnuson connected with a UNC-Chapel Hill 
project collecting oral histories of congregants of African-American 
churches that moved to new sites during the Jim Crow period. 
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BY CATHERINE YORK 
Correspondent 


HILLSBOROUGH 
arold Russell’s great- 
grandfather is buried 
in a forgotten ceme- 
tery where the graves’ 

markers have long since dis- 

appeared. Only the foundation 
remains of the neighboring 
chapel. 

The church, Harvey’s Chapel, 
moved to a new site in the 
1930s. Since then, much of the 
congregation has forgotten or 
never heard of the original 
chapel and its cemetery, but 
Russell hopes to change that. 

Harvey’s Chapel is one of 
several African-American 
churches across rural North 
Carolina that had to relocate 
during the Jim Crow era once 
the county excluded its access 


road, originally built for wagons, 
from regular road maintenance 
and cars with low undercarriag- 
es came into use. 

“Tt became so treacherous to 
get to the church,” Russell said. 
“That road was terribly bad. ’m 
sure that’s why the church site 
was given up.” 

Now, the road is overgrown 
with brush, moss and ferns. No 
trees larger than saplings grow 
in the old road because the dirt 
is too packed from the wagons, 
animals and cars that used to 
travel it. 

Over 10 years ago, Russell 
read a newspaper report about 
local historian Tom Magnuson 
and called him to help locate the 
old church site and cemetery, 
about a quarter-mile from the 
Moorefields plantation. 

Magnuson, trained as a mil- 
itary historian, founded the 
Trading Path Association to find 
and map old trade routes. He 
has found four churches, like 
Harvey’s Chapel, within five 
miles of Hillsborough that relo- 
cated because of unmaintained 
roads. 

Russell knew the chapel and 
cemetery were near a ford by 
the Moorefields plantation, so 
Magnuson and he followed a 
trail from the plantation to Se- 
ven Mile Creek and walked 
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